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State.”[19] Additionally, Articles 34 and 39 protect 
children from physical and sexual abuse and mandate 
special assistance if exposed to violence.[20] Fur-
thermore, in the 2015 Méndez Report, UN Special 
Rapporteur on Torture, Juan E. Méndez, illuminated 
the need to recognize orphanages and residential care 
facilitates as detention centers under international law.
[21] In this report, a State party to the UN Convention 
against Torture (CAT) must ensure specific standards 
to protect people from torture.[22] As a ratified mem-
ber of the CAT, Cambodia has duties under Article 11, 
which requires that detention centers are kept under 
systematic review by the State. The Mendez Report 
elaborates that states have an obligation to “prevent 
torture or other ill-treatment of children, together 
with their rights to liberty and family life, through 
legislation, policies, and practices that allow children 
to remain with family members or guardians in a 
non-custodial, community-based context.”[23]

As a party to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, the Cambodian government has made signifi-
cant efforts to comply with the treaty, and it has imple-
mented an Action Plan for Improving Child Care.[24] 
In 2015, the government initiated the Sub-Decree on 
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